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Our	Vision An	end	to	domestic	and	family	violence	related	
deaths	in	Australia	including	homicide,	suicide	
and	accidental	deaths	that	arise	from	incidents	
and	or/histories	of	domestic	violence.
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2020	Overview:	Over	11,000	contacts	across	all	
programs	

Support	for	women	who	have	experienced	non	lethal	strangulation
Counselling
Systems	Advocacy	
Groups
Financial	assistance	for	a	variety	of	issues	(on	a	needs	basis)	

Red	Rose	Rallies

DV	Safe	Phone

Red	Bench	Project	

Education	&	Training
Webinars
Workshops
Training
Public	Speaking

Social	Media	

Research	
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RRF	Board	2020

• Kelli	Martin:	Director	/Chairperson
• Di	Macleod:	Company	Secretary
• Michelle	Wright:	Treasurer
• Betty	Taylor:	Managing	Director
• Diane	Mangan:	Director
• Craig	Zonca:	Director
• Andrea	Frost:	Director
• Yasmin	Khan:	Director
• Brian	Sullivan:	Director
• Betty	Green:	Director

In	a	year	where	mass	gatherings	were	banned,	
fundraising	events	cancelled	and	zoom	board	meetings	
became	a	regular	occurrence,	Red	Rose	Foundation	has	
taken	some	massive	steps	forward	in	2020.	Our	vision	
has	been	given	more	focus	with	the	assistance	of	a	
further	planning	day	and	the	opening	of	our	first	office	
space	has	provided	the	Foundation	with	a	base	and	the	
ability	to	take	our	next	steps	forward	to	opening	
Australia's	first	Strangulation	Trauma	Centre.	An	
exciting	year	for	our	growing	charity	and	many	plans	
being	made	for	2021.	Kelli	Martin	

Special	acknowledgement	to	Tania	Felstead	
(Masters	of	Social	Work	Placement),	Toni	
Meyer,	Tamara	Jones	and	Kerrin	Bradfield.
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Managing	Director
Betty		Taylor

2020	has	been	a	remarkable	year.	Rising	to	the	
challenges	of	COVID-19,	adapting	to	on-line	
meetings,	training	and	webinars		have	all	
brought	new	opportunities.	

I	am	enormously	grateful	for	the	support	
provided	to	myself	and	the	Red	Rose	
Foundation by	so	many.

Special	thanks	to	the	Board	of	Directors	who	
provide	numerous	volunteers	hours	to	the	
organisation and	to	the	many	women	who	
have	shared	their	experiences	and	pain	with	us.	
Its	why	we	do	what	we	do.	

Our	biggest	challenge	moving	into	2021	is	
establishing	our	Centre	and	securing	 funding	
which	would	provide	for	sustainable	growth.
Betty	Taylor
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2020	has	been	a	significant	year	of	
acknowledgements	for	both	myself	personally	
as	well	as	the	Red	Rose	Foundation.	

To	be	named	a	Queensland	Great	was	a	
tremendous	honour	and	one	I	am	immensely	
proud	of.	However,	this	and	other	awards		
belong	to	so	many	who	have	travelled	this	
journey	with	me.	Those	who	have	led	the	way	
advocating	for	new	or	improved	responses	to	
domestic	violence,	those	who	work	tirelessly	
for	change,	those	who	work	at	the	front	line	
with	us	doing	amazing	work	and	importantly	
those	who	continue	to	inspire	me	with	their	
courage	and	strength	and	allow	us	unto	their	
lives	in	their	personal	quest	for	safety.	

Managing	Director
Betty		Taylor
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The	Red	Rose	Foundation	
provides	direct	support	to	
survivors	of	domestic	violence	
related	strangulation.

The	only	such	specific	service	in	
Australia.	

86 women	have	been	provided	
with	both		information/referral	
and/or	ongoing	intensive	support	
throughout	2020.

Client	Services	were provided	by	
individual	face	to	face contact,	the	
strangulation	survivor	group as	
well	as	phone	and	on-line.

Women	from	the	Strangulation	
Survivor	Group	participated	in	a		
research	project		conducted	by	
Central	Qld	University	(CQU)	and	
RRF.

49	women	belong	to	the	online	
support	group	from	across	
Australia.	
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Remembering	Lives	Lost

Red	Rose	Rallies

10	Years	On…

Red	Rose	Rallies	have	been	held	following		
domestic	violence	related	deaths	since	2010.	
Remembering	over	250 lives	tragically	lost	to	
domestic	violence.	During	2020,	Red	Rose	rallies	
were	held	across	Queensland	to	remember:	

Alexis	Parkers 50	

Hannah	Clarke 31	 &	children Laianah,	Aaliyah	
and	Trey

Baby	boy	4	months	

Loris	&	Frank	Puglia	both	59	years	

Jacqueline	Sturgess	45	years	

Lisa	Hund	36	years	

Rallies	were	held	in	Brisbane,	Cleveland,	Ipswich,	
Mackay,	Bundaberg,	Townsville,	Toowoomba,	
Bundaberg	and	Cairns.	

Thank	you	to	everyone	
who	organised		Red	
Rallies	Rallies	across	
the	State.
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Virtual	Red	Rose	Rallies	were	also	held	
during	2020
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Red	Rose	Rallies
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Partnership	between		
Red	Rose	Foundation	
and	DV	Safe	Phone	

Since	its	launch	in	April	2020,	
Red	Rose	Foundation	has	
received 440	phones from	DV	
Safe	Phone,	as	well	as 450	
Optus	SIM	packs from	GIVIT.	

Phones	and	SIMS have	been	
distributed	to	Red	Rose	
Foundation	clients,	and	
various	government	and	non-
government	agencies	
across Australia who	work	
directly	with	high	risk,	high	
harm	victims	of	domestic	
violence.	

www.dvsafephone.com.au
Thank	you,	Ashton	Wood	
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First commenced in May 2019, there are now
over 180 red benches across Queensland and
New South Wales. Initially the red benches
were installed by Queensland local
governments with many Councils placing
several red benches in their own local
government areas. Since then, red benches
have been installed by Local Governments in
NSW and South Australia.

As the project grew, so many other
organisations have become involved including
schools, businesses, government agencies
including Police, Health and Corrections as well
as so many wonderful community and religious
groups. Benches have been made by Men’s
Sheds, School Students and clients of
Corrections.

Take	A	Seat	To	Take	A	Stand	
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The	Red	Bench	Project	
The	benches	have	become	a	central	focal	point	in	communities	for	various	events	focused	on	addressing	domestic	violence.

There	are	now	193	organisations who	have	stepped	up	to	support	the	Red	Bench	Project	and	we	send	a	huge	thank	you	to	
them	all.	

The	Red	Rose	Foundation	is	especially	grateful	to	the	Local	Government	Association	of	Queensland	for	their	support	for	the	
Red	Bench	Project.
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Conversations	From
The	Red	Bench
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Conversations	
from	the	Red	
Bench	
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The	Empty	Chair	has	one	Red Rose
reminding one	and	each	who	knows
The death	of	one	is	there	to	see;
Domestic	violence	incessantly
Invoking	 fear	felt	deep	within
This	social	scourge	that’s	such	a	sin	
Its	violence	violates	victims	‘till
Those outward	ripples	readily	will
affect all	of	they	who	love	and	care
For Family	/	Friends	no	longer	there.
Just	where	to	turn	just	what	to	do?
Is	up	to	us	and	each	of	you
To take	a	stance	and speak	out	load
Expose	this	evil	sinister	shroud	
silently shutting	out	hope	and	light	
Seeking the	soul	in	the	dark	of	night;
Stalking	the	mind	with	insidious	fear
Of	crippling	violence	incessantly	near.
That	bright	Red	Bench in	many	a	park	
Helps	raise	awareness.	It	makes	a	mark
The	 Red	Rose	Foundation needs	your	support,
Please	give	your	best,	share	what	you	ought.	

The	Empty	Chair

Written Doug	Morris.	
All rights	reserved	for	the	Red	Rose	Foundation
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Education	&	
Training	

The	Red	Rose	 Foundation	 continued	 to	
provide	 training	 and	 education	 both	
face-to-face	and	on-line	during	the	year.
This	 ranged	 from	 short	 speaking	
engagements	to	2	day	focused	training.
The	 Red	 Rose	 Foundation	 remains	 to	
have	 a	 strong	 focus	 on	 providing	
training	 to	 diverse	 professional	 groups	
on	 responding	 to	 high	 risk,	 high	 harm	
domestic	 violence	 including	 non	 lethal	
strangulation.	
The	 Red	 Rose	 Foundation	 was	 pleased	
to	 receive	 a	 grant	 of	 $50,000	 from	 the	
Qld	 Government	 to	 provide	
strangulation	 prevention	 training	 to	
specifically	 targeted	 groups	 across	
Queensland.	
Working	 with	 our	 international	
partners,	 the	 Training	 Institute	 for	
Strangulation	 in	 San	 Diego	 USA,	 plans	
are	 underway	 to	 develop	 an	 on-line	
course	 which	 will	 be	 available	 in	 both	
countries.

A	 workshop	 was	 developed	 and	 delivered	 to	 the	 Vietnamese	
Women’s	Association	of	Queensland.	The	materials for	this	workshop	
were	translated	and	will	allow	the	information	to	reach	women	in	the	
Vietnamese	community	experiencing	domestic	violence.
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Training	

Training		was	developed	and	provided	to:

ü Combined	Women’s	Refuge	
Responding	to	High	Risk	Domestic	Violence

ü Work	Up	Training:	Mt	Isa	

ü Centacare
Lessons	from	Domestic	Violence	Death	Reviews
Working	with	Clients	with	Complex	Care	

ü Hairdressers	with	Hearts
Identifying	&	Responding	to	Strangulation	for	Hairdressers	

ü RiseUp		
Domestic	Violence	Awareness	

ü Webinar	participation:	Administrative	Tribunal	and	Women’s	Legal	Service	
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Public	Speaking	

No	Now	to	Ever	Event	in	Premier	Dept

IWD	Brisbane	Rally

Redland	DV	Candlighting Event

Rotary	Memorial	and	Dinner

Numerous	Red	Bench	Launches	

Numerous	Media	interviews	
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The	Australian	Institute	for	
Strangulation	Prevention	is	a	program	
of	the	Red	Rose	Foundation	with	the	
aim	of:

• Raising	awareness	to	the	dangerous	
nature	of	non-lethal	strangulation

• Providing	expert	training

• Forging	partnerships	of	research	
and	education

Non-lethal	strangulation	is	one	of	the	most	
significant	red	flags	to	homicide	and	
premature	death	from	strokes	and	other	
health	issues.

Training	is	essential	for	Police,	Ambulance,	
prosecutors,	Health,	Domestic	Violence	and	Sexual	
Assault	services	and	community	services	groups,	to	
understand	and	develop	heightened	responses	to	
non-lethal	strangulation.

We	have	already	provided	specialist	non-lethal	
strangulation	intervention	and	prevention	training	to	
over	1000	professionals	from	around	Australia.Further	Information	at	

www.Strangulationprevention.com.au
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Expert	Advisory	Panel

Magistrate	Linda	Bradford	Morgan	(Chair)
Inspector	Ben	Martain:	Qld	Police	Service	
Superintendent:	Mel	Barnes	Qld	Ambulance	Service	
Janine	Lee:	Director,	Domestic	Violence	Business	Solutions	
Dr	Heather	Lovatt:	Director	Qld	Centre	for	Domestic	&	Family	Violence	Research
Dr	Brian	Sullivan,	RRF	and	Central	Qld	University
Betty	Taylor,	Di	Macleod	and	Diane	Mangan	from	the	Red	Rose	Foundation	
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Late	2019,	several	board	members	of	the	
Red	Rose	Foundation	went	to	San	Diego	to	
complete	the	4	day	advanced	course	in	
Strangulation	Prevention	&	Intervention	
with	the	Institute	for	Strangulation	
Prevention.

This	visit	also	allowed	us	to	sign	and	
formalise	a	MOU	with	our	US	colleagues	
to	further	advance	the development	and	
delivery	of	specialised	training.	

2020	will	see	further	exciting	work	
completed	with	the	Australian	
Strangulation	Prevention	Institute.	

International	Partners		For	Training	
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San	Diego	
Training	

Such	an	honour to	have	the	Red	Rose	Foundation	
featured	at	the	San	Diego	training	event	and	a	
showing	of	our	video	Deadly	Romance	
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Webinars

COVID-19	 and	 the	 	 ensuring	 limits	 on	 face-to-face	
gatherings,	 brought	 new	 on-line	 opportunities.	 This	
enabled	 RRF	 to	 offer	 training,	 awareness	 and	
education	 to	 a	 wider	 audience.	 During	 2020,	 three	
webinars	 were	 offered.	 Over	 400	 people	 attended	
these	webinars	with	very	positive	feedback	received	
on	all.	
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Research

During	2020,the	Red	Rose	Foundation	
partnered	with	Central	Queensland	
University	to	undertake	a	research	
project	on	the	impacts	of	strangulation	
on	women	who	have	experienced	this	
potentially	lethal	form	of	violence.	The	
research	findings	will	be	released	early	
2021.	

Thank	you	to	all	of	the	women	who	
participated	in	this	valuable	research.	
Your	willingness	to	share	your	
experiences	will	make	an	enormous	
difference.	
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The	Red	Rose	Foundation	has		been	lobbying	
for	some	significant	changes	to	315A	of	the	
Criminal	Code	‘Choking,	suffocation	or	
strangulation	in	a	domestic	setting.’

There	is	no	definition	of	strangulation	or	
suffocation	within	315A	of	the	Criminal	Code	
and	this	has	resulted	in	charges	either	being	
dismissed	or	dropped.	Last	year,	the	
Opposition	tabled	a	Bill	to	Parliament	which	
included	a	proposed	definition.	The	Bill	was	
referred	to	the	Parliamentary	Legal	Affairs	
Committee.

The	Red	Rose	Foundation	submitted	a	written	
response	as	well	as	provided	oral	evidence.	

The	Red	Rose	Foundation	advocates	a	
definition	that	includes	restriction	of	blood	
flow	as	well	as	oxygen.	Both	potentially	
lethal.	Our	lobbying	for	this	significant	law	
reform	will	continue	into	2021.

Law	Reform	
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Our	Messages	
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Thank	You	
• Westfield Local	Hero	Award	
• Rotary	Club	of	Mt	Gravatt
• DV	Safe	Phone
• KLM	Solicitors
• Shine	Lawyers
• Hede,	Byrne	&	Hall	Lawyers
• LGAQ
• Queensland	Government
• Qld	Police	Service	DV	Safe	Phones
• Qld	Police	Service	Burpengary	Fund	Raising	
• Crabb	Hunn Finnigan
• Lord	Mayors	Charitable	Trust	
• Centacare
• Soroptomists Bayside
• Numerous	Local	Governments
• Community	Organisations
• Many	Individual	Supporters

We	couldn’t	do	it	without	you


